[Facial dysmorphism due to complicated congenital nasolacrimal duct obstruction].
Congenital nasolacrimal duct obstruction (in the literature also called congenital nasolacrimal mucocele or dacryocystocele) presents either as a simple nasolacrimal obstruction with epiphora or as a complicated obstruction on both sides of the lacrimal sac with midfacial deformation and respiratory insufficiency. Five neonates were treated for such complicated congenital nasolacrimal duct obstruction. Symptoms varied from an inner canthal purple-red swelling in the medial corner of the eye, with epiphora, to a serious midfacial deformation with respiratory insufficiency. The presence of a bilateral nasolacrimal mucocele leads to a broadened nasal bridge, which may be falsely interpreted as a dysmorphic feature of a congenital syndrome. Recognition of the condition allows a quick and efficient diagnosis and prevents unnecessary diagnostic procedures and anxiety. Differential diagnosis mainly includes frontobasal encephalocele and haemangioma. Treatment consists of massage, and catheterization if necessary.